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UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 
REGION III 

1650 Arch Street 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19103-2029 

 
 
 
December 17, 2018 
 
Brian L. Buniva, Esq. 
Senior Counsel & Senior Director Environment, Health & Safety 
Sequa Corporation  
919 E. Main Street, Suite 1300 
Richmond, VA 23219 
 
VIA Electronic Mail 
 
Re: Remedy Implementation 
 Atlantic Research Corporation, Gainesville, VA 

EPA ID No. VAD 023741705 
 
Dear Brian: 
 
 The purpose of this letter is to document the Environmental Protection Agency’s (EPA) 
receipt and review of the RCRA Corrective Measures Implementation Plan (CMI Plan), for the 
Atlantic Research Corporation (ARC) Gainesville, Virginia location (Facility).  The CMI Plan 
adequately addresses the operation and maintenance of current ongoing groundwater remediation 
and monitoring.  In accordance with Section VI.G.1 of the Administrative Order, U.S. EPA 
Docket RCRA-III-056-CA (Order), EPA hereby approves the revised CMI Plan, dated October 
3, 2018.  In addition, in accordance with Section VI.G.2 of the Order, the EPA-approved CMI 
Plan is hereby incorporated into and made an enforceable part of the Order. 

 
As noted in EPA’s letter requesting the CMI Plan (June 14, 2018) ARC is required by the 

Order to address perchlorate and other contaminants of concern (COC) remaining in soil and 
groundwater at the Facility.  Potential exposure to the remaining COCs was documented in the 
Human Health Risk Assessment reports and addenda that identified and defined specific areas of 
the site that continue to exceed risk-based screening concentrations.  The potential risk to 
remaining contaminants is addressed in the updated Institutional Control Plan that was included 
in the CMI Plan and represented by Figures 2 and 3 of that plan.  EPA has concurred with the 
property owner that all polygons previously located on the Sharpless parcel are unrestricted 
based on excavation and soil management as presented by Gainesville Associates and SCS 
Engineers (Soil Management Status Report, Sept. 6, 2018).  This correspondence is EPA’s 
formal concurrence of the previously reported activities and the figures included in the CMI Plan 
documenting the absence of restrictions. 

 
EPA relies on institutional controls to protect the public at RCRA Corrective Action sites. 

Institutional controls are only effective if people know what the restrictions are and where they 
apply.  EPA Region 3 has developed a strategy to increase the effectiveness of institutional  
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controls, through website mapping, database integration, and field oversight.  The Land and 
Chemicals Division in EPA Region 3 uses Google Earth KML files for web-based mapping of 
the geographic extents of institutional and engineering controls, with hyperlinks to supporting 
documents describing the controls.  To accomplish this, EPA needs geographic data from RCRA 
Correction facilities that rely on engineering and/or institutional controls. 

 
Figures 2 and 3 of the CMI and IC plan present the polygon areas restricting residential 

use and the area requiring vapor intrusion controls.  The fine print that represents the file path to 
the map project that contains file extension, .mxd, is an extension used by ArcMap, the GIS 
program. The features on the map exist in your system as a mapped feature (point, line, or 
polygon) which you should be able to provide as a GIS shapefile (which is a collection of files 
with the same root name but different extensions) to EPA.  Otherwise you could provide a 
geodatabase (GDB) which includes all the features in a single file.  Please submit these 
shapefiles or the GDB for the individual areas requiring an IC or engineering control.  If you 
manage to obtain a covenant, then EPA would require you extract the geographic coordinates for 
the vertices of the polygons to include in figures or tables in covenant exhibits.   In that way 
future owners of the property would be able to map out the areas without relying on EPA for the 
file.  At a minimum please provide the shapefiles so that EPA can show the restricted areas on 
web maps. 
 

Please submit the above requested materials as soon as possible but certainly within thirty 
(30) days of receipt of this correspondence.  If you have any questions, please contact me at 
(410) 305-2779 or by email at weissbart.erich@epa.gov. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
Erich Weissbart, P.G. 
Project Manager 
Office of Land and Chemicals Division 
 
c:     Daniel Weed, P.G. TRC Environmental Corporation 
        Tara Mason, Virginia DEQ 
        Luis Pizarro, EPA R3 LCD 
        Sheila Briggs-Steuteville, EPA R3 ORC 
        Walter Lynch, Gainesville Associates 
 


